Epigenetic Characterization of Cell-Free DNA.
Cell-free DNA can be evaluated for the epigenetic component. Epigenetic alterations consist of changes in gene functions that do not involve changes in DNA sequence. The mainly studied epigenetic alteration is DNA methylation occurring at CpG islands in the promoter regions for which several literature data showed clinical relevance. This chapter is an overview of the epigenetic alterations detected in cell-free DNA.